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SEMESTER-II 

HISIDC151T 

 

GENDER STUDIES 
Contact Hours: 45 

Full Marks = 100 [ESE (70) CCA (30)] 

 

Course Objectives: 

The objective of the course is to introduce the basic concepts and precepts of gender studies. It seeks to 

engage the students in feminist debates and discourse of gender history and create gender sensitivity and 

encourage research in the field. The course is built on an interdisciplinary approach of understanding 

gender. 

 

Unit I: Fundamental Concept 

1. General Introduction to Gender Study, 

2. Scope of Gender Study 

3. Social Construction of Gender 

4. Gender studies Vs Women’s studies       (8 Lectures) 

 

Unit II: Women in the Pre-colonial Era: 

1. Position of Women in the Ancient India. 

2. Position of women in the Sultanate period. 

3. Position of Women in the Mughal Era. 

4. Role of women in Bhakti Movement.       (10 Lectures) 

 

Unit III: Gender Relations in Colonial India: 

1. Debate around Sati 

2. Age of Consent Bill 

3. Issue of Widow Remarriage. 

4. Child Marriage. 

5. Colonial Education System and Women       (8 Lectures) 

 

Unit IV: Women in Indian Freedom Movement: 

1. Non-Cooperation Movement. 

2. Civil disobedience movement 

3. Quit India Movement 

3. Revolutionary Movements 

4. INA            (9 Lectures) 

 

Unit V: 

a) Women Organisations in India 

1. Women’s Indian Association 

2. National Council of Women 

3. All India Women’s Conference 

b) Women and Law 

1. Acts Prohibiting Domestic Violence 

2. Dowry Prohibition Act         (10 Lectures) 

 

Expected learning outcomes:  

After completing this course, the students will be able to understand about the basic concepts and rules of 

gender studies and about various aspects of gender history, about various laws an organisation and will be 

interested to do research in this field.  
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