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Abstract

The Partition of India became an inevitable reality in the wake of successive events in
Bengal. However, the Partition experience on India's eastern front was very different from
that on its western border. Literature has emerged as an alternate archive of the times. In
the study of the partition of the Indian subcontinent, in particular, literature has articulated
the little narratives against the grand; the unofficial histories against the official. Amar
Mitra (born 30 August 1951) is an eminent writer in Bengali living in Kolkata, West
Bengal, India. A student of Chemistry, he has been working for the Land Reforms
Department of The Government of West Bengal. He was awarded with Sahitya Academi
Award for his novel ‘Dhurbaputra’ in 2006. He has also received the Bankim Puraskar
from Government of West Bengal for his novel ‘Aswacharit’ in 2001.His latest published
work ‘Harano Desh Harano Manush’—an anthology of a novel and 13 short stories on
partition. The stories in this anthology show how the socio-economic fabric of an inter-
dependent society on either side of the eastern border slowly changed and was finally
ripped apart by Partition. He also sketched how the Dream and fantasy of later-partition is
evolving gradually and works into the true consciousness of next generation, how they feel
the grieves of alienation from the Root, how the friendships were tested, loyalties were
being changed and how the humanity of some people were surfaced in spite of the divisive
politics. He illustrated the endless struggle of the East Bengal as well as East Pakistan
refugees and portrayed the continuing relevance of the border or Radcliffe Boundary. The
stories also show the sense of uncertainty that still grips the different community on either
side of this demarcating line.
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