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Abstract

‘Nationalism’ or ‘national consciousness’ is an important and complicated issue of colonial
India. Nationalism refers to a united national consciousness. But in the mixed culture of the
countries like India, where the presence of more than one religion or communities, the
dissemination of national consciousness was not possible to ignore religion or communities
entity. We know that nationalism in the early colonial stage was originally a Hindu
nationalism. There were highlighted in the spirit of Hinduism, which was largely anti-
muslim. In that time, it is believed that the politics of Indian national congress was to be led
by the Hindu nationalist. So, one part of the Muslim became the main rival of the congress
politics. And they made a plan to improve their religion or community through separate
politics and distinct races. In that context, the Aligarh movement — establishment of Muslim
league — later demanding of separated Muslim habitats in united India, all of these
activities of Muslim leaders is called the duration of Muslim national consciousness.
Although the end of this is not good enough. Because, for this, we have seen united India
was divided into ‘India’ and ‘Pakistan’ —two separated countries. In the meantime, integral
national consciousness was blended with religions community based on consciousness. As a
result the Indian national consciousness was not integrated; it was divided into two
separated religions communities based on consciousness. Thus, in that time religion
communities became the nation/races. The main objective of my article is to show the
reason why Muslims became an individual race in colonial India and how did they establish
their identity through separate politics.

Keywords: National consciousness, Hindu nationalism, Muslim nationalism, Muslim
politics, partition.
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