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Abstract

Bhattalollata was one of the earliest thinkers who attempted to explain Rasasutra of Bharat.
Bhattalollata lived in Kashmir in the late 8th Century or the early 9th. His works have
unfortunately been lost. The gist of his views is provided by Abhinavagupta in his
Abhinavabharati and Mammata in his Kavyaprakasa. Bhattalollata’s theory is described as
Utpattivada (origination). His contribution to the Rasa theory is in the context of two words
in Bharata’s sutra i.e. Sanyoga and nispatti. Bhattalollata assigned three definitions
to the term Sanyoga — (a) Utpadya — utpadak bhava, (b) Gamya-gamaka- bhava, (c)
Posyaposaka- bhava. Even the concept of Nispatti has been assigned three meanings — (a)
Utpatti, (b) Pratiti, (c) Upaciti. Bhattalollata uses all three definitions of the two terms, in
different combinations, explaining the different “ Phases” or aspects of the process of
rasanispatti. It would be profitable to examine these stages in order to grasp the essence of
the Rasa theory. Bhattalollata’s theory of Utpattivada says that the sthayibhavas residing in
the human heart are transformed into Rasa. In this process the vibhavas are the cause, the
anubhavas are the effect and the Vyabhicaris are the Collaborators. Bhattalollata’s theory
follows Mimamsa and Vedanta Philosophy. This paper focuses on Bhattalollata’s theory of
Utpattivada.
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