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Abstract

Nadia is one of the important district of West Bengal, which is famous for its art, culture
and education. It has some important places of pilgrimage and ancient learning like
Nabadwip, Shantipur and Mayapur, places of historical interest like Ballal Dhipi, battle
ground of Plassey, Krishnanagar Rajbari, birth place of the famous poet Krittibas at Fulia,
famous traditional clay doll craft zone of Ghurni. This is the land of Lord Chaitanya. Sri
Chaitanya was not only a religious leader preaching Vaishnab ideas and Bhakti cult but
also a social reformer in the 16™ Century of Bengal. Moreover, the district of Nadia is
historically and culturally significant. There are a number of temples and pilgrimage
centres. There are several important terracotta temples situated in this district and these
are architecturally wonderful. Some of the important terracotta temples are Kali Temple of
Palpara, Shiva Temple of Kamalpur of Chakdaha, Pancharatna Radhakrishna Temple of
Birnagar, Jaleswara Temple and Shyam-Chand Temple of Shantipur, Raghaveswara
Temple of Dignagar, Raj Rajeswar Temple of Shivniwas of Krishnaganj block etc. Most of
the temples are ornamented with beautiful terracotta art. Particularly terracotta plaques
fixed on temples comprises valuable elements for reconstructing the mythological,
historical and socio-cultural heritage. In this paper, we have discussed the styles, types,
themes, designs and motifs of the selected terracotta temples of Nadia district from the
viewpoint of folklore and archaeology.
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