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Abstract

The word “artha”occoupies a very important place in the Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy. Goutama uses
the word “artha” in various senses like, padartha, indriyartha, prameyartha, abhidheyartha,
vachyrtha et.c. Regarding this matter Goutama also admit in Nyaya sutra ‘“‘artha’ as a separate
prameya and it denotes only posteriori aspect which represents the rasa(water), rupa(colour),
gandha(smell), sparsa(touch) and sabda(sound) that are apprehended through the sense-organs. The
Vaisesikas like Kanada consider that the word “artha” stands for the padartha. He also usese the
word “artha” in another separate sense like dravya(substance), guna(quality) and karma(action). All
these definitions suggest that the variety of usages of artha seems relevant to the Nyaya-Vaisesikas
philosophy of language and also semantical theory of its meaning. In this paper | would like to
highlight the different aspects of the term ‘artha’ which is considered by the Nyaya-Vaisesika
Philosopher, and to focus the deep sense of this theory meaning as explained in Nyaya-Vaisesika
philosophy.
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