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Abstract

The interrelation between speaker (Bokta) and hearer (Shrota) is based on the relation between sabda
(word) and artha (meaning). Without admitting this relation between sabda and artha, (sabdartha-
sambandha) it is impossible to make out the sense of the statement made by the speaker. In Indian
Philosophy we can find an illustrious and detailed account about the nature of this relation
(sabdartha-sambandha). According to the Indian Philosopher this relation is multi-dimensional by
nature. In this regard the most important question is whether the relation between sabda (word) and
artha (meaning) is nitya (eternal) or anitya (non-eternal)? The Nyaya-Vaisesika school of Indian
Philosophy has recognized it as anitya (non-eternal). In contrast, the Mimangsa, the Vedanta and the
Vaiakarana School of Indian Philosophy have claimed it as nitya (eternal). Though the Mimangsa,
Vedanta and the Vaiakarana schools of Indian Philosophy have admitted the relation as nitya
(eternal), still they have established their views through different arguments. Interestingly, even the
philosophers of Vaiakarana School are suffering from lack of unanimity in this regard. For example,
though they admitted it as nitya (eternal), still philosophers like Bhartrihari and Patanjali have
established their views through different arguments. This paper is a humble attempt to focus on the
nature of Patanjali’s view of the relation between sabda and artha. Simultaneously, his arguments by
which he has tried to establish his view will also be revealed.
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