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The Partition of British India in August 1947 resulted in the largest migration movement in
contemporary history. The Bengal Partition witnessed protracted migration of Hindus and Muslim
minorities engendered by routine small-scale violence. But communal violence was not only the sole
reason for Muslims to migrate from India to East Pakistan but also complicated economic and
regional identities play a pivotal role. They had been given the ‘option’ by the Colonial government
to choose whether they would continue work in Pakistan or in India. East Pakistan allowed the
migrant to retain their old job. They gained there a more integrated social network as well as
reduced competition, which allowed quicker job promotion. Temporary Muslim migrants who lived
on one side of the border made use of the loose border security to move to the other side during
harvest season or for the trade purposes. More importantly, the Bengali, Bihari and other regional
identities further explain how Hindu-Muslim relation in Bengal were different from Punjab, because
there was less violence in Bengal. An important aspect of the Bengali identity is that of Bengali
nationalism, found their home land in Khulna, Jessore, Kusthia of East Pakistan. All districts were
adjacent to the border. From Bengali literature we came to know that middle and lower class
muslim migrants were too happy to get rid of the Hindu Zaminder but opposite scenario were also
presented by many literary sources. We should note that the Left Politics in Bengal protested about
the discussion of migration on the basis of their concept of communalism.
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