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U. G. SYLLABUS – NEP 2020 

Political Science 

TDC (NEP) 6th Semester 

PLS: DSC 353: POLITICAL PROCESSES AND INSTITUTIONS IN COMPARATIVE 

PERSPECTIVE 

Full marks- 100 

(ESE- 70 Internal- 30) 

Credit- 4 

Course Objectives: 

1. To introduce students to the field of comparative politics, its definition, nature, and scope, and 

the reasons for comparing political institutions across different countries. 

2. To provide an understanding of electoral systems, including their definition, procedures, and 

various types such as first past the post system, proportional representation, and mixed 

representation. 

3. To explore the concept of party systems, including their historical background and different 

types of party systems. 

4. To examine the emergence and characteristics of modern nation-states, including the elements 

that define a nation-state in the contemporary world. 

5. To analyze the concept of federalism, its historical context, and different models of federation 

and confederation. 

Units Topics Lectures 

 

 

     1 

 

Comparative Politics: Definition, Nature and Scope; Reasons, Types and 

Problems of Comparing Political Institutions. 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

Electoral System: Definition and Procedures; Types of Election system- First 

Past the Post System, Proportional Representation and Mixed 

Representation. 

 

 

3 

 

Party System: Historical Background and Types. 

 

 

4 

 

Nation- State: Emergence of Modern Nation- State, Elements of Modern 

Nation-State. 

 

 

5 

 

Federalism: Historical Context of Federation and Confederation: Models of 

Federation. 
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Course Outcomes: 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Understand the field of comparative politics and its significance in analyzing political 

institutions across different countries. 

2. Describe and explain the characteristics, procedures, and functioning of different electoral 

systems. 

3. Analyze the historical background and types of party systems and evaluate their impact on the 

political dynamics of different countries. 

4. Evaluate the emergence and features of modern nation-states and understand the elements that 

define a nation-state in the contemporary context. 

5. Compare and contrast different models of federalism and confederation and analyze their 

strengths and weaknesses. 

6. Apply comparative perspectives to analyze and interpret political processes and institutions in 

different countries. 

7. Develop effective communication skills to present comparative analyses of political processes 

and institutions. 
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